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Quest for Blue seeks its goal both stylistically and tonally. Its tonal centers
climb the circle of fifths from B through#Gefore plunging into the blue waters of
e minor. Like all interesting quests, the journey is as important as the goal, and
indeed the blues—once achieved—quickly transform into something quite
different.

The composer has written the horn part for “Horn in E.” The part is
nevertheless intended for a valved horn, just as were the E horn parts of Strauss,
Rachmaninoff, and others. Many contemporary double horns can easily and
inexpensively be pitched in E/A simply by replacing the main tuning slide with a
specially-constructed slide that is longer by the length of tle=8ond valve loop.
(The valve slides and F tuning slide must then be adjusted proportionately.) The
composer believes this to be an intriguing possible way to perform the piece,
however he recognizes that most players will play the part on their unalteted F/B
horns. A transposed part for Horn in F is provided as a practical aid.

The horn’s bass clef notation is “New Notation.” Thus, in the score and E
horn part, all notes sound a minor sixth lower, regardless of clef. In the F horn part,
all notes sound a perfect fifth lower regardless of clef.

duration ca. 13 minutes

© 1999 by Great River Music All rights of performance, recording,
1794 Carr Ave., Memphis, TN, 38104 transcription, and adaptation are reserved.
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